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From the Letters of Fr. Seraphim Rose

As you prepare for Baptism, I would give you 
several words of advice:

1. Don’t allow yourself to get stuck on the outward as-
pect of Orthodoxy—whether the splendid Church ser-
vices (the “high church” to which you were drawn as a 
child), the outward discipline (fasts, prostrations, etc.), 
being “correct” according to the canons, etc. All these 
things are good and helpful, but if one overemphasizes 
them one will enter into troubles and trials. You are 
coming to Orthodoxy to receive Christ, and this you 
should never forget.

2. Don’t have a hyper-critical attitude. By this I don’t 
mean to give up your intellect and discernment, but 
rather to place them in obedience to a believing heart 
(“heart” meaning not mere “feeling,” but something 
much deeper—the organ that knows God). Some con-
verts, alas, think they are very “smart,” and they use Or-
thodoxy as a means for feeling superior to the non-Or-
thodox and sometimes even to Orthodox of other juris-
dictions. Orthodox theology, of course, is much deeper 
and makes much better sense than the erroneous the-
ologies of the modern West—but our basic attitude to-
wards it must be one of humility and not pride. Con-
verts who pride themselves on “knowing better” than 
Catholics and Protestants often end by “knowing bet-
ter” than their own parish priest, bishop, and finally the 
Fathers and the whole Church!

3. Remember that your survival as an Orthodox Chris-
tian will depend very much on your contact with the liv-
ing tradition of Orthodoxy. This is something you 
won’t get in books and it can’t be defined for you. If 
your attitude is humble and without hyper-criticism, if 

you place Christ first in your heart, and try to lead a 
normal life according to Orthodox discipline and prac-
tice—you will obtain this contact. Alas, most Orthodox 
jurisdictions today … are losing this contact out of sim-
ple worldliness. But there is also a temptation on the 
“right side” which proceeds from the same hyper-criti-
cism I just mentioned. The traditionalist (Old Calendar)
Church in Greece today is in chaos because of this, one 
jurisdiction fighting and anathematizing another over 
“canonical correctness” and losing sight of the whole 
tradition over hyper-fine points… —(May 3, 1979).

To our times is given a more humble kind
 of spiritual life

To our times is given a more humble kind of spiritual 
life, which Bishop Ignatius Brianchaninov in his excel-
lent book The Arena calls “life by counsel”—that is, life 
according to the commandments of God as learned in 
the Holy Scripture and Holy Fathers and helped by 
those who are elder and more experienced. A “starets” 
can give commands; but a “counselor” gives advice, 
which you must test in experience.—(Aug. 23, 1976).

The devil begins his work with new converts

The devil has begun his work against us. A Russian lady
came in this morning to look us over and tell us of the 
rumors about us in the Russian colony: that we are 
Communists with a store full of Soviet books; that we 
are Soviet diplomats using the store as some kind of 
front; that we are American converts (!); etc. By the 
time she discovered I wasn’t Russian, she was so 
charmed that she didn’t mind too much and even 
bought ten dollars worth of eggs, icons, and cards. 
—March 26/April 8, 1965)



St. Xenia of St. Petersburg Orthodox Church is a 
parish of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia, under the omophorion of Met. NICHOLAS 
of Eastern America & New York.  The parish news-
letter is published bi-monthly under the direction of 
the Rt. Rev. Michael Crowley, Bishop of Boston.  In 
order to ensure timely delivery to our far-flung parish,
please submit all notices by the 15th of the month 
prior to publication to Bishop Michael at 
frmichael@stxenia.org.  
Thank you.

Rector:
Bishop Michael Crowley
34 Elm Street
North Andover, MA 01845
(978) 204-0428 

Confessions on Saturday during Vigil, on Sunday dur-
ing the Hours, and by appointment.

Parish Council
President: Bishop Michael Crowley (978) 204-0428
Warden: Andrei Doohovskoy (339) 223-4168
Secretary: Subdeacon David Nettleton (203) 
895-7636
Treasurer: Isaac (Shedly) Justinien (646) 639-9273
Sisterhood: Meghan Nettleton (617) 309-6473
Cemetery: Natalie Pishenin (978) 761-3449
Anthony Sarantakis, Emeritus
Dmitri Nikshych
Joseph (Kami) Ajgaonkar
Choir Director: Laryssa Doohovskoy (978) 841-5960
Church School Directors: 
                              Matushka Patricia Klar
                              Mary Doohovskoy



Trapeza Schedule

                                                * = strict fast               = fish allowed 
The coffee hour will be outside so each week will be weather dependent. 

Coffee will be made each Sunday morning.

While hospitality is a cherished tradition at St. Xenia’s, we each serve according
to our own abilities and circumstances. Even on weeks when we are only able
to offer a light snack following the Divine Liturgy, that offering is still a mean-

ingful and generous gift to our fellow parishioners.

Important - whoever is on for coffee hour is in charge of cleanup as well.

Please refer to list on refrigerator for all that should be checked.

SEPTEMBER

09/06 Meghan Nettleton, Brigid Justinien, Elizabeth 
Victoria Jackson, Maria Bottos, Nicholas 
Chaplain

09/13 Dorothea Poletti, Kristina Head, Sasha Ox-
nard, Lisa Andreasen, Olga McLellan, Dama-
scene Cummings

09/20 Mat. Masha Doohovskoy, Mat. Helena 
Doohovskoy, Marianne DiMatteo, Sasha 
Frost, Juliana Rost, Juliana Capitanio

*09/27 Ksenia Guryeva, Olena Fedina, Tanya 
Nikshych, Liliya Afanasyeva, Mary 
Doohovskoy
Anna Medzhidova

OCTOBER

10/04 Nataliya Orbite, Alevtina Khusanova, Liud-
milla Diakonova, Svetlana Duka, Diane 
Mendez, Seraphim Silva

10/11 Mat Patricia Klar, Alexandra Gonzalez, 
Vira Ajgaonkar, Johanna Bevel, Sasha 
Prokopienko, Barbara Semyanko

10/18 Meghan Nettleton, Brigid Justinien, Elizabeth 
Victoria Jackson, Maria Bottos, Nicholas 
Chaplain, Caroline Maria Fox

10/25 Dorothea Poletti, Kristina Head, Sasha Ox-
nard, Lisa Andreasen, Olga McLellan, Dama-
scene Cummings



PARISH NEWS
~One more week of Summer Dance Lessons ~

September 13 - All boys and girls

Vira Ajgaonkar offered Russian Dancing Lessons to 
girls and boys ages 7-14 over the summer to prepare 
for the Yolka in January. 

In December, there will be three rehearsals on Satur-
day evenings before Vigil to rehearse the dance for 
yolka.
December 5
December 12
January 3

Contact Vira with any questions. 
virakami@comcast.net or Text: 978.793.2992

~Parish Cleaning Day ~ 
In preparation for our Parish Feast on September 
24th, a cleaning day will be held Saturday, September 
19th. 

~ Thank you to all who donated to the school back-
pack collection. A total of 30 backpacks were deliv-
ered to the Methuen School Superintendent’s Office 
at the end of August. 

Please Remember in Your Prayers
Fr. Constantine, Fr. Alexander, Nicholas, Peter, Dim-
itri, Laryssa, Wladislaw, Lidia and Matushka Alexan-
dra.

Also, please be sure to inform the Sisterhood if some-
one is in the hospital or shut in at home.

Congratulations
~ To the Robinson family on the birth of their son 
Alexander. 

Barbara Semyanko has graciously offered to bring 
meal train donations to the family on Mondays as 
they do not have family in the area to help. Gift cards 
are very much appreciated as well. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

Meal Train: 
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/z6vqno

~ To the Hartzler family on their Baptism Aug 29th:

     Adrienne, Lucy, Alexander, Cirilla, and Daniel
Many Years to All!

SISTERHOOD NEWS
~The Sisterhood met on August 23 to review com-
mittees and develop plans for the upcoming year. 
Some events where additional volunteers are needed 
include: 

 Servers for the Clergy meal on Wednesday 
Sept 23 before the Parish Feast on the 24th. 

 The International Food Festival on Sunday 
October 18th – contact Nataliya Orbite at 
norbite@yahoo.com.

 The 12 Feasts Committee – see Mary 
Doohovskoy or Juliana Rost.

~ The Sisterhood’s monthly meetings will begin again
on Wednesday, October 7th at 7:00pm. We will start 
each meeting with an Akathist to the Mother of God 
and then work through the teachings of Fr. Arsenie 
Papacioc from the book, “Every Sigh Can Be a 
Prayer.”

~The Sisterhood is always eager to have more volun-
teers. If you would like to be of service, there are 
many opportunities to help. Please reach out to 
Meghan Nettleton with any questions at 
stxeniasisterhood100@gmail.com  .  
   
BROTHERHOOD NEWS
The Brotherhood’s vision is to create a brotherhood 
that:
 Supports the spiritual growth of our parish
 Assists with the physical maintenance and beautifi-

cation of our church
 Creates opportunities for fellowship and mutual 

support
 Participates in charitable works for our broader 

community
If you would like to update any information or if you 
know of other men in our parish who might be inter-
ested in joining, please contact Dan Poletti or Mar-
ques Bevel at stxeniabrotherhood@gmail.com.

CHOIR NEWS
~ All young singers in the parish are invited to partici-
pate in the Children's Choir. We meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am. 
~If you have a private service - wedding, baptism, fu-
neral, etc. – and would like to have choir singers, 
please contact Laryssa at stxeniachoir@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
~ The first day of Church School will be September 
27th. Please see Mary Doohovskoy with any questions.

mailto:stxeniabrotherhood@gmail.com
mailto:stxeniasisterhood100@gmail.com
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/z6vqno
mailto:virakami@comcast.net


~ Please note, at least one class will be held in the 
basement during 

Trapeza. 

~ Keep in mind, there are two Trapeza lines on Sun-
days. One for the Sunday School Children and an-
other for all others. 

CATECHESIS:

WE SHOULD NEVER "BREAK THE CROSS"

When we make the sign of the cross over ourselves, 
we need to be mindful not to “break the Cross.”  To 
do so is considered, at the least, incorrect and disre-
spectful, at worst, sacrilegious.   To “break the Cross”
means, in short, to bend our bodies (into a bow) 
while making the sign of the cross.  Sometimes we do 
so out of lack of knowledge or seeming reverence.  
Nevertheless, we are to keep our bodies and heads 
straight (truly vertical), accurately representing the 
Holy Cross upon which Christ was crucified, bowing 
only after the sign of the cross is fully completed.  

LIVES OF SAINTS
The Chernigov-Gethsemane Icon of the Mother 
of God (Commemorated Sept 1/Sept 14) is a copy from 
the famed Chernigov-Il'insk Icon of the Mother of 
God, which was to be found at the Trinity Il'insk 
monastery near Chernigov on Mount Boldina, and 
where in the XI Century for a certain while the Monk 
Antonii of Pechersk pursued asceticism. To the de-
scription of the miracles from this icon, beginning 
with 16-24 April 1662, Sainted Dimitrii of Rostov in 
his book "The Bedewed Fleece" (Oroshennoe Runo) 
wrote in conclusion: "The end of the booklet, but not
of the miracles of the MostHoly Mother of God, 
since who is it that can count them". The grace-bear-
ing power of this icon is manifest also in its copies. 

The Chernigov-Gethsemane Icon of the 
Mother of God was written in the mid XVIII Century
and passed on in 1852 to the Trinity Sergiev Lavra by 
Alexandra Grigor'evna Philippova, piously having had
it for a quarter century. (This icon was passed on to 
her by the priest Ioann Alekseev, to whom in turn it 
came from one of the monks of the Trinity Sergiev 
Lavra.) On the advice of the head of the Lavra, Archi-
mandrite Antonii (+ 1 May 1877), the icon was placed
in the newly-consecrated cave church named for the 
Holy Archistratigos [Leader of the Heavenly Hosts] 
Michael, which was consecrated on 27 October 1851 
by the Metropolitan of Moscow Philaret (+ 19 No-
vember 1867), who assumed an active role in the 
building of the Gethsemane skete-monastery. In such 
manner, the icon took in the currents of grace of all 
the history of the Russian Church, -- it acquired the 
blessing of the Monk Antonii of Pechersk, of the 
Monk Sergei of Radonezh and of his parents the 
schema-monastics Kirill and Maria (+ 1337, a votive 
liturgy for them with the reading of a special prayer is 
made on 28 September and on Thursday of the Week 

REMINDERS
 Now that we have a Bishop serving regularly, 

there is a slight change to the response after 
the last petition of the Fervent Supplication. 

After the serving clergy states …

…and for all the people here present who await thy 
great and abundant mercy…..

The congregation now responds with:

And thine episcopacy, holy priesthood and diaconate 
may the Lord God remember in His Kingdom always now 
and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

 During the Cherubic Hymn, the Gospel 
Reading, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and 
Communion, all who are able, should remain 
standing and all should refrain from walking 
around the Nave unless absolutely necessary.

 It is completely acceptable, as well as an act of 
consideration, to step out of Liturgy if you find
your child needs to take a break or be con-
soled.

 If you do leave the Nave during the Liturgy, 
before returning, pause to listen to what is 
happening in the service before re-entering. If 
it is any of the above-mentioned times, wait to 
re-enter.

 As Parishioners wait for Holy Communion, 
the Clergy are preparing and receiving their 
Holy Communion. Please refrain from chat-
ting and be prayerfully attentive to the readings
and Hymns. 

 The Vigil on Saturday evenings in not really 
over until after the 1st Hour is read. It has 
been normal for families with small children to
leave after the reading of the Gospel and the 
anointing at Matins, but others, particularly 
those preparing for Holy Communion the next
day, should not be leaving at this time.



of the Publican and Pharisee), and finally, of the as-
cetics of the XIX Century. These spiritual connec-
tions providentially come forth through the 
Chernigov-Gethsemane Icon of the Mother of God.

It is remarkable, that the first miracle from 
this icon was witnessed on the day of the Church 
New Year -- 1 September 1869, when the 28 year old 
peasant of Tula governance, Thekla Adrianova, was 
healed, having been completely crippled constantly 
for 9 years. Living at the hostel by the caves, and then
at the Lavra during the celebration of the Repose of 
the Monk Sergei (25 September), Thekla recovered 
completely. Sainted Innocent (Innokentii) the Metro-
politan of Moscow (1797-1879, Comm. 23 September
and 31 March), learned of the miracle from his daugh-
ter the Nun Poliksenia, treasurer of the Borisovsk 
wilderness monastery. On the feast of the Monk 
Sergei, he himself met with Thekla and asked her 
about all the details of the healing. On 26 September 
1869 Sainted Innocent arrived at the Gethsemane 
skete and gave the blessing to make molieben before 
the glorified icon while he himself prayed with tears.

By 26 September there had occurred already 
three graced healings and a whole series of miracles in
November of that same year. The fame of the icon of
the Mother of God spread with unusual swiftness. 
Exhausted by suffering and sickness, thirsting for 
bodily and spiritual healing, people from every class 
of society came with firm faith to the wonderworking 
icon, and the mercy of God did not forsake them. To-
wards the beginning of the XX Century more than 
100 miracles were witnessed. By its great esteem the 
icon benefited the ascetics of the Gethsemane skete: 
the schema-monk Philip (+ 18 May 1868), the 
founder of the cave-monastery, and his three sons -- 
the priest-schemamonks Ignatii (+ 1900), Porphyrii 
(+ 1905 ?) and Vasilii (+ 1 April 1915). They pre-
served accounts about the deep love, which the 
priestmonk starets (monastic elder) Isidor (+ 3 Febru-
ary 1908) displayed for the Chernigov-Gethsemane 
Icon. 

The initial celebration of the icon was estab-
lished on 16 April, on the day when also was the cele-
bration of the Cherigov-Il'insk icon. Afterwards it was
transferred to the day of glorification -- 1 September. 
At the present time at Trinity-Sergiev Lavra there are 
venerable copies of the Chernigov-Gethsemane icon 
-- within the temple in honour of the Monk Sergei, in 
the monastery refectory, and in the portico of the 
Trinity cathedral, -- written by elders of the Gethse-
mane skete and the Zosimov wilderness-monastery.

The Remembrance of the Miracle, worked by the 
Holy Archistrategos (Heavenly Hosts Leader) 
Michael, at Khona (IV): (Commemorated Sept 6/Sept 
19) In Phrygia, not far from the city of Hieropolis, in 
a place called Kherotopos, there was a church named 
for the Archangel Michael, and outside the church 
flowed a health-curative spring. This church was built 
through the zeal of a certain inhabitant of the city of 
Laodiceia in gratitude to God and to the holy Archis-
trategos Michael, who had appeared in a dream vision
to this man -- the father of a mute girl, and who then 
had not yet been illumined by holy Baptism, and re-
vealed to him, that his daughter would receive the gift
of speech in drinking from the water of the spring. 
During her drinking the girl actually did receive heal-
ing and began to speak. After this miracle, the father 
with his daughter and all their family were baptised, 
and in fervent gratitude the father built the church in 
honour of the holy Archistrategos Michael. And for 
healing began to come to the water-spring not only 
Christians, but also pagans. In so doing, many of the 
pagans turned from their idols and were converted to 
the faith in Christ. 

At this church of the holy Archistrategos 
Michael a certain pious man by the name of Archip-
pos served over the span of 60 years as church-atten-
dant. By his preaching and by the example of his 
saintly life he brought many a pagan to faith in Christ.
With the general malice of that time towards Chris-
tians, and even moreso against Archippos, who had 
never forsaken the church and gave example of a real 
servant of Christ, the pagans gave thought to destroy-
ing the church and at the same time kill Archippos. 
Towards this end they made a confluence of two 
mountainous rushing streams and directed its com-
bined flow against the church. Saint Archippos prayed
fervently to the Archistrategos Michael to ward off 
the danger. Through his prayer the Archangel Michael
appeared at the temple, and with a blow of his staff 
opened into the mountain a wide fissure and com-
manded to flow into it the rushing torrents of water. 
The temple thus remained unharmed. In beholding 
such an awesome miracles, the pagans fled in terror, 
and Archippos together with Christians gathered in 
church glorified God and gave thanks to the holy 
Archangel Michael for the help. The place where the 
miracle happened received the name "Khona", which 
means "opening" or "fissure".

The Holy Martyr Phocas the Gardener (Commemo-
rated Sept 22/Oct 5) came from the city of Sinope, situ-
ated on the southern shore of the Black Sea. Having a
small garden, he lived modestly: he sold what he grew 



and on the proceeds he maintained himself, he helped
the needy and paid the housing of vagrants. The 
Christian piety of the saint had an influence on other 
people. Even pagans deferred to him with deep re-
spect. Under his influence they often abandoned their
error and accepted the Christian faith.

But the governor of the district, aware that 
Saint Phocas was spreading Christian teachings, gave 
orders to find and kill him. The saint himself acciden-
tally came upon those sent after him, and not men-
tioning his name he courteously received them, dined 
them and prepared them a place for night-lodging. At 
night he went into the garden, he prepared a grave 
and the place for his burial; he even was able to make 
arrangements that all his possessions would be dis-
tributed after death to the poor. In the morning Saint 
Phocas declared to the strangers that it was he here 
for whom they were searching. And he asked that 
they fulfill the duty entrusted to them. The visitors 
were distressed, not wanting to kill the kindly saint, 
they felt honour bound to spare Saint Phocas. But he 
would not hear of their good intent and bent down 
humbly his head beneathe the sword.

They buried the holy Martyr Phocas in the 
grave that he himself had prepared in the garden. The 
place of his burial was glorified by miracles, and later 
a church was built there. An accurate account of the 
martyr's death was collected by Asterios of Amasia (+
c. 410), through the testimony of whom the memory 
of the holy Martyr Phocas is especially venerated by 
sea-farers.

Remembrance of the Miracle from an Icon of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ in Beirut: (Commemorated Oct 
11/ Oct 24) At the fourth session of the Seventh OE-
cumenical Council (year 787) Sainted Peter, Bishop of
Nicomedia, in evidence of the necessity of icon-ven-
eration, presented an account of Saint Athanasias and 
about a miracle, which occurred in the city of Berit 
(now Beirut).

In this city lived a Christian near the Jewish 
synagogue. Having moved off to another place, he 
left behind at the house an icon of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Jew, who moved into the house, paid no 
attention to the icon. One time his friend took note 
of the image of Jesus Christ on the wall, and said to 
the home-owner: "Why dost thou, a Jew, have in thy 

house an icon?" He then went to the synagogue and 
reported about this transgression of Jewish law. The 
Jews cast out from the synagogue the owner of the 
house, and they took the icon from the wall and be-
gan to scoff over it: "As once our fathers mocked at 
Him, so we also mock at Him". They spit at the face 
of the Lord, lashed at the icon, hurling abuses, they 
thrust thorns about the head, and put a sponge with 
vinegar to the mouth. Finally, they took a spear, and 
one of the Jews thrust with it into the side of the 
Saviour. Suddenly from the opening, pierced by the 
spear in the icon, flowed blood and water. The Jewish
rabbis, seeing the miracle, decided: "The followers of 
Jesus Christ affirm, that He could heal the sick. We 
shall take this blood and water into the synagogue and
we shall anoint those afflicted with infirmities, and 
then we shall see, whether this be spoken truly of 
Him".

A vessel with the blood was put in the syna-
gogue. Having learned about the miracle, the inhabi-
tants of Beirut began to bring and to lead into the 
synagogue those suffering from various illnesses, and 
they all were healed, having been anointed with the 
blood from the icon of the Saviour. All the high-
priests, priests and Jewish people believed in Christ 
and exclaimed: "Glory to Thee, O Christ, Whom our 
fathers crucified, Whom we also crucified in the guise 
of Thine icon. Glory to Thee, O Son of God, for hav-
ing worked such a miracle! We believe in Thee, 
wherefore be Thou merciful to us and receive us!" 
The Jews went to the bishop of Berit and, having 
shown him the wonderworking icon, the blood and 
water having flowed from it, they told about their 
misdeed. The bishop, seeing their sincere repentance, 
accepted them, chatechised them for many days and 
then baptised them, and then consecrated the syna-
gogue into the church of our Saviour Jesus Christ. At 
the request of the Jews, he consecrated also other syn-
agogues into churches, dedicated to the holy martyrs. 
And "there became great joy in that city, not only that
many people were healed and quickened, but that 
many souls passed from the kingdom of the dead 
unto life eternal".



ST. XENIA ORTHODOX CHURCH
P.O. Box 147 - Methuen, MA 01844

(phone) (978) 204-0428

SEPTEMBER 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Aug 30 (Aug 17)
13th Sunday after

. Tone 4

9:00 AM, Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

Aug 31 (Aug 18) 1 (Aug 19) 2 (Aug 20)

Fast

3 (Aug 21) 4 (Aug 22)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast

5 (Aug 23)

5:30 

6 (Aug 24)
14th Sunday after

. Tone 5

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

 for New
School Year

7 (Aug 25) 8 (Aug 26) 9 (Aug 27)

Fast

10 (Aug 28) 11 (Aug 29)

Fast: Strict fast

12 (Aug 30)

5:30 

13 (Aug 31)
15th Sunday after

. Tone 6

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

 for
Church New Year

14 (Sep 1) 15 (Sep 2) 16 (Sep 3)

Fast

17 (Sep 4) 18 (Sep 5)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast

19 (Sep 6)

5:30 

20 (Sep 7)
16th Sunday after

. Tone 7

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 
12:30 PM 
"Nativity of the
Theotokos"

21 (Sep 8)

7:00 AM  &
Divine 

22 (Sep 9) 23 (Sep 10)

5:30 PM  "St.
Xenia Altar Feast"

Fast

24 (Sep 11)
Glorification of St.

Xenia

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 
12 Noon Festive
Banquet

25 (Sep 12)

Fast

26 (Sep 13)

5:30 

27 (Sep 14)

9:00 

Fast: wine & oil

28 (Sep 15) 29 (Sep 16) 30 (Sep 17)

Fast

Oct 1 (Sep 18) Oct 2 (Sep 19)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast: wine & oil

Oct 3 (Sep 20)

5:30 

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Molieben

Beheading of the
Baptist

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Moleben

The Church New
Year

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy
Vespers

NATIVITY OF
THE

THEOTOKOS
Matins

Liturgy

Vigil

Hours
Liturgy

All-Night Vigil

ELEVATION OF
THE CROSS

Meeting of the
Bishop, Hours and
Divine Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil
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ST. XENIA ORTHODOX CHURCH
P.O. Box 147 - Methuen, MA 01844

(phone) (978) 204-0428

OCTOBER 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sep 27 (Sep 14)

9:00 

Fast: wine & oil

Sep 28 (Sep 15) Sep 29 (Sep 16) Sep 30 (Sep 17)

Fast

1 (Sep 18) 2 (Sep 19)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast: wine & oil

3 (Sep 20)

5:30 

4 (Sep 21)
18th Sunday after

. Tone 1

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

5 (Sep 22) 6 (Sep 23) 7 (Sep 24)

Fast

8 (Sep 25) 9 (Sep 26)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast: fish, wine &
oil

10 (Sep 27)

5:30 

11 (Sep 28)
19th Sunday after

. Tone 2

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

12 (Sep 29) 13 (Sep 30)

5:30 PM 
"Protection"

14 (Oct 1)

7:40 AM  &
Divine 

Fast: fish, wine, &
oil

15 (Oct 2) 16 (Oct 3)

Fast

17 (Oct 4)

5:30 

18 (Oct 5)
20th Sunday after

. Tone 3

9:00 AM  &
Divine 

19 (Oct 6) 20 (Oct 7) 21 (Oct 8)

Fast

22 (Oct 9) 23 (Oct 10)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast: fish, wine &
oil

24 (Oct 11)

5:30 

25 (Oct 12)
21st Sunday after

. Tone 4

9:00 AM Meeting of
the Bishop, 
& Divine 

26 (Oct 13) 27 (Oct 14) 28 (Oct 15)

Fast

29 (Oct 16) 30 (Oct 17)

8:00 AM 
 & Canons of

Preparation

Fast

31 (Oct 18)

5:30 

ELEVATION OF
THE CROSS

Meeting of the
Bishop, Hours and
Divine Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Vigil

Protection of the
Theotokos

Hours
Liturgy

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil

Pentecost

Hours
Liturgy

Midnight
Office

All-Night Vigil
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